Intent - History

Caister

Primary Federation

oy Hemsby

Primary School with Nursery School with Nurserv

Intent
Why do we teach this?

At Hemsby Primary School, we believe a rich, high-quality history education will help our children gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We want to nurture and inspire our children’s curiosity and fascination, so they want to learn more about their
past and how it influences the world they live in today.

We aim to provide a logically planned and progressive curriculum which embeds key historical concepts, knowledge and skills. We want our children to
experience history through enjoyable, memorable lessons and purposeful educational visits, which foster their passion for history and helps them to
progress in their knowledge and understanding.

Teaching should equip our pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgements. We also aim to
develop our children’s ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past and to foster a respect for historical evidence.

Through the subject of history, we want our pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and
the relationships between different groups of people. By the end of Key Stage two, we want our children to continue this interest and thirst for learning
about history; and we hope that through our careers related learning initiative, our children have future aspirations to become budding historians,
archeologists, archivists and history teachers.

Implementation
What do we teach? What does this look like2

We encourage our pupils to ask questions, to be active participants of their own learning and to use their innate curiosity to find connections between
current and prior learning.

Our curriculum is broad and balanced, ensuring that history is taught chronologically across all year groups — allowing for a broader understanding of key
historical events. Pupils investigate various periods of history frequently across the school year in taught unit blocks, which allows for further
development of retrieval skills.

Long-term planning maps history topics for each year group with a focus on maintaining a linear, chronological progression of time. The school teaches
history within a topic based curriculum supported by CUSP Unity resources and unit planning.

Across the curriculum, core substantive knowledge concepts are threaded throughout our teaching and planning for every unit. These substantive
concepts are: community, knowledge, invasion, civilisation, power and democracy.
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Medium-term planning has a clear focus and ensures the careful and concise completion of National Curriculum objectives with an additional focus on
our locality. The history subject leader reviews these on a yearly basis — alongside the CUSP curriculum resources — to ensure that Priory children are
taught a knowledge rich and critically aware curriculum.

To better support our pupils development as historians, we also provide them with the key vocabulary and disciplinary knowledge to better understand
the impact of their learning. These threads of disciplinary knowledge focus on: chronology, cause & consequence, change & continuity, similarity &
difference, evidence and significance.

Short-term planning breaks each CUSP unit down into distinct Knowledge Notes, which the class teachers use to centre each child’s learning on a
particular concept within each unit. This concept driven approach better supports our children’s recall and retention of key events, which allows them to
make higher value comparisons between units of past study.

How do pupils learn
= Class timetables have been built to ensure a broad and balanced curriculum.
= Subjects have been blocked in a spaced retrieval model to support catch up and to build the frequency of science and wider curriculum subjects.
This maximises learning time.
An essential component to CUSP lessons is the systematic and coherent approach that we embed focusing on the six phases of a lesson.
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Retrieval practise is planned into the curriculum through spaced learning and interleaving and as part of considered task design by the class
teacher. Teaching and learning resources and provided for class teachers so they can focus their time on subject knowledge and task design.

VOCABULARY

The units are supported by vocabulary modules which provide both resources for teaching and learning vital vocabulary and provide teachers with Tier 2
and 3 vocabulary with the etymology and morphology needed for explicit instruction details relevant idioms and colloquialisms to make this learning
explicit.

We aim to provide a high challenge with low threat culture and put no ceiling on any child’s learning, instead providing the right scaffolding for each child
for them to achieve.
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Impact
What will this look like2

At Hemsby Primary School, our broad and balanced curriculum has been carefully mapped out to enable our children to gain the necessary knowledge
and skills they require for them to gain expertise and to think like a historian.

Curriculum coverage is not only evident in pupil books but through class and whole school displays and learning environments. Pupils can talk
convincingly the depth of their historical knowledge and about educational visits and the impact of these experiences on their learning.

Teachers use formative and summative assessment to monitor pupils progress and inform planning for subsequent lessons. At the end of each module,
pupils undertake a short quiz to check their knowledge. Pupils are identified who need extra support and those working above age related expectations
are challenged appropriately to extend their learning.

Through ‘Book Talk’ pupils are able to retrieve key historical facts, make links and celebrate their achievements. Verbal feedback is used productively in
lessons to help pupils improve their work and to celebrate achievement. Teachers have high expectations regarding children’s understanding and the
quality and presentation of their work and vocabulary development is a key focus in lessons. Pupils enjoy participating in a range of enriching educational
visits and children can discuss with enthusiasm visits to Eden Camp and Beamish Museum.

Our history curriculum is ambitious and we believe that arming children with powerful knowledge about the past, helps them be better prepared for the
future.
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