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National Curriculum Requirements of Religious Education

Schools are required to teach RE, but it isn't part of the National Curriculum; this means that, although they provide guidance on what to teach and the aims of learning about RE,
these are non-statutory. Every state-funded school has to offer a curriculum which is ‘balanced and broadly based’. This means all maintained schools have a duty to teach RE as part
of promoting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, and physical development of pupils

Schools maintained by the local authority will follow a course of study decided on by that local authority. This programme of study is known as the 'Local Agreed Syllabus': an RE
syllabus which has been designed by the local authority in line with Section 375(3) of the Education Act 1996. This law requires that the Locally Agreed Syllabus reflects:

'That the religious traditions of Great Britain are in the main Christian whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religious represented in Great Britain.'

Pupils should be taught to:

What are the Aims of the RE Curriculum?

As the RE curriculum is agreed on by the Local Authority, there are no statutorily required topics to be covered. The RE curriculum framework document does state the ways a well-
designed syllabus will benefit children, help them to grow and understand their world:

e  Pupils should develop understanding of concepts and mastery of skills to make sense of religion and belief, at an appropriate level of challenge for their age.

e  RE should provide opportunities for pupils to develop positive attitudes and values and to reflect and relate their learning in RE to their own experience.

e Building on the statutory requirements, it is recommended that there should be a wide ranging study of religion and belief across the key stages as a whole.

e Not all religions need to be studied at the same depth or in each key stage, but all that are studied should be studied in a way that is coherent and promotes progression.

e  Pupils should have the opportunity to learn that there are those who do not hold religious beliefs and have their own philosophical perspectives, and subject matter should
facilitate integration and
promotion of shared values.

e The study of religion should be based on the legal requirements and provide an appropriate balance between and within Christianity, other principal religions, and, where
appropriate other
religious traditions and world views, across the key stages as a whole, making appropriate links with other parts of the curriculum and its cross-curricular dimensions.
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Our Religious Education curriculum is compliant with The Norfolk Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2019 whose three central aims are as follows:

* To know about and understand a range of religious and non-religious worldviews by learning to see these through theological, philosophical and human/social science lenses.
* To express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religious and non-religious worldviews through a multi-disciplinary approach.
 To gain and deploy skills rooted in theology, philosophy and the human/social sciences engaging critically with religious and noon-religious world views.

RE may also contribute significantly to the following broader educational aims but is distinct from and not reducible to these:

e Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
* Personal, social, health and citizenship education
¢ Reading and writing

¢ Vocabulary development

* Spoken language

e Numeracy and mathematics

* British Values

* The Prevent Duty




