
EYFS Art and Design - Progression Grid 
 

    

 

 

Domain  

ELGs Expressive Arts and Design 

Creating with Materials Children at the expected level of development will: • safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting 

with colour, design, texture, form and function • share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 
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Range of materials 
 
▪ Develop their 
own ideas through 
experimentation 
with a diverse 
range of 
materials. ▪ 
Increasingly 
choose more 
appropriate 
materials for the 
job, e.g. cotton 
reels / lids for 
wheels, wool / 
thread for hair. ▪ 
Join different 
materials 
explaining why 
they have chosen 
a specific fixing. ▪ 
Purposefully 
choose 
construction 
materials for a 
specific job. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
material, wood, 
foil, fabric, fixing 
 

Tools and 
fixings 
 
▪ Accurately use 
a range of small 
tools - scissors, 
cutlery, stapler, 
hole punch, 
trowel. ▪ Know 
how to use an 
age-appropriate 
hammer, 
screws, nails, 
hand drills, 
hand vice and a 
saw safely 
(goggles and 
gloves). ▪ Use a 
range of fixings 
explaining 
choices – 
staples / 
stapler, hole 
punch, treasury 
tags, split pins, 
different glues, 
Sellotape, 
masking tape. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
trowel, drill, 
vice, saw, split 
pins, safety 
equipment 
 

Painting 
 
 
▪ Continue to develop 
their colour-mixing 
techniques to enable 
them to match the 
colours they see and 
want to represent (link 
to knowledge of colour 
and vocabulary). ▪ Self-
select different types of 
paint for a purpose, e.g. 
ready mix, watercolour, 
powder paint. ▪ Self-
select different tools for 
painting linked to 
purpose, e.g. brushes, 
sponges, rollers. ▪ 
Accurately use a paint 
brush (appropriate 
grip). 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
match, technique, 
watercolour, powder, 
grip 

Drawing / line 
 
▪ Draw with 
increasing accuracy 
using and 
experimenting with 
both HB and 
coloured pencils, felt 
tips, chalk and crayon 
to represent their 
ideas . ▪ Create 
different depth of 
line using the above. 
▪ When drawing 
themselves, 
represent all of the 
different face / body 
parts. ▪ Draw with 
increasing 
observation, e.g. the 
banana has black 
dots. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
detail, dark, light, 
thick, thin, observe 

Sculpting 
 
▪ Sculpt with 
playdough, plasticine, 
clay and papier-
mâché to create a 
specific idea. ▪ Use 
correct vocabulary to 
describe process e.g. 
twisted, rolled, 
stretched. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
clay, papier mâché, 
twist, stretch, flatten 

Colour / pattern / 
texture / shape 
 
▪ Recognise and name 
the primary and 
secondary colours and 
know how to mix the 
primary colours to 
make secondary 
colours. Know how to 
make colours lighter 
and darker using black 
and white. Know the 
names of some other 
colours mixed this way 
e.g. pink and grey. ▪ 
Select specific textures 
to represent different 
things e.g. glitter / 
sequins for fireworks / 
Christmas, mixing sand 
into paint / glue to 
represent the beach. ▪ 
Recognise and create 
different patterns (up 
to AABC patterns) using 
loose parts and shapes. 
Describe patterns using 
correct vocabulary. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
texture, lighter, darker, 
shade, AB/ABC Pattern 
(plus most common 
colours) 

Artists / Wider 
concepts  
 
▪ Know what an art 
gallery is. ▪ Name at 
least two different 
artists. ▪ Express 
clear opinions 
about different 
paintings / designs / 
sculptures justifying 
their opinions. ▪ 
Talk about colours, 
shapes, patterns 
and texture in 
different pieces of 
art. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
art gallery, opinion, 
because, texture, 
pattern, shape (and 
all common 
colours) 

Discussion and 
evaluation 
 
▪ Share their 
creations explaining 
the process they 
have used, e.g. 
colours, fixings and 
materials using 
mostly accurate 
vocabulary. ▪ 
Return to and build 
on their previous 
learning, refining 
ideas and 
developing their 
ability to represent 
them. ▪ Say what 
works well / why 
they are proud / 
pleased about their 
creation and what 
they might do to 
make it even better. 
▪ Create 
collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
materials, fixings, 
better, proud, idea 


