
EYFS Science -  Progression Grid 
  

    

 

 

Domain  

The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: 

 

• explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants • know some similarities and differences between the natural world 

around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class • understand some important processes and changes in the natural 

world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
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Working scientifically 
 
▪ Question why things 
happen, having their own 
ideas. ▪ Carry out 
observations on changes, 
e.g. growing plants, 
floating and sinking, ice 
melting, magnets, sponges 
in water. ▪ Look closely at 
similarities, differences, 
patterns and change. ▪ 
Make observations and 
explain observations. ▪ 
Explore the natural world 
around them. ▪ Make 
predictions about what 
might happen . ▪ Make 
decisions about what to 
do. ▪ Describe what they 
see, hear and feel whilst 
outside 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
try, test, ideas, explore, 
find, out, how 

Plants 
 
Name some common 
plants / vegetation, e.g. 
grass, tree, bush, daisy, 
dandelion (and other 
plants and tree names 
local to their environment, 
e.g. reeds / lily pads in a 
school pond). ▪ Examine 
change over time, for 
example, life cycle of 
different plants / fruit / 
vegetables, growing plants 
from seeds, plants which 
go to seed (collect seeds). ▪ 
Talk about simple plant 
parts and what happens to 
them. Use language, e.g. 
leaves, roots, stem, petal. ▪ 
Talk about simple 
similarities and differences 
in plants 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
leaves, roots, stem, petal, 
familiar plant names, life 
cycle 

Animals including humans  
 
▪ Talk about some 
similarities and differences 
in animals including 
humans. ▪ Name all basic 
parts of the human body 
that they can see and the 
brain and heart. ▪ Observe 
different animals and their 
body parts and talk about 
why they have them, e.g. 
beak, wings, legs. ▪ Name 
some habitats, e.g. homes 
of birds (garden, forest, 
wood and water). ▪ Begin 
to talk about what their 
body needs, e.g. food, 
water exercise and sleep 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
similarities, brain, heart, 
bones, bottom, hips. collar 
bone, wrist, beak, wings, 
feathers, gills 

Everyday materials  
 
▪ Know about similarities 
and differences in 
materials. ▪ Sort materials 
using criteria such as soft, 
hard, flexible, plastic, 
wood, metal. ▪ Develop 
their own ideas through 
experimentation with a 
diverse range of materials. 
(EAD Link) ▪ Increasingly 
choose more appropriate 
materials for the job, e.g. 
cotton reels / lids for 
wheels, wool for hair. 
(EAD Link) ▪ Look at how 
materials change, e.g. 
when cooking. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
sort, materials, flexible, 
experiment, change 

Seasonal Change  
 
▪ Know the names of the 
seasons and what the 
weather is / can be like in 
each. ▪ Talk about the 
changes that each seasons 
brings in relation to their 
environment: the clothes 
they wear, the weather 
and the plants. ▪ Describe 
how trees and plants 
change in different 
seasons. ▪ Know that some 
animals store food for the 
winter. ▪ Know that some 
animals hibernate in the 
winter. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
autumn, winter, spring, 
summer, season, 
hibernate 

Environmental change  
 
▪ Talk about the features of 
their own immediate 
environment and how 
environments might vary 
from one another. ▪ Know 
some ways in which 
humans are harming the 
world and how to help. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
harm , humans, nature, 
island, pollution 

Forces and how things 
work  
 
▪ Know how to use a 
variety of different tools 
and equipment and how 
they work. ▪ Know the 
effect of simple push and 
pull forces. 
 
Key vocabulary 
 
push, pull, action, tools, 
together, apart, connect, 
electricity, battery 


